CFAO SOFA License Study Guide

General Rules

The operation of privately owned vehicles (POV) within Japan is considered a

privilege that can be revoked. 
Traffic Lanes

A primary traffic rule throughout Japan dictates that all vehicles (motorized or pedaled) remain to the far left side of the roadway where road conditions permit.
Bus exclusive lanes are for buses, taxicabs with passengers, and motorcycles.  The only time POVs are allowed in the bus exclusive lane is to make a left turn.  
When a public bus is signaling to leave a bus stop, no vehicle shall impede or interfere with the bus unless doing so means abruptly changing speed or traffic lanes which could cause an accident in an adjacent traffic lane.

Common “Rules of the Road”

All personnel operating or riding as a passenger in a motor vehicle shall wear a seat belt at all times on or off base while the vehicle is in operation.
Vehicles must come to a complete stop at all stop lines when provided, and at pedestrian crosswalks (when occupied), or at uncontrolled intersections where stopping is required by law.
When there are three or more adjoining lanes in the same direction of travel, the far right lane is considered the passing lane; however, vehicles can travel in any lane in accordance with posted speed limits, weather and traffic conditions permitting.
It is the vehicle operator’s responsibility to ensure that a vehicle is mechanically sound, properly and fully serviced, and that cargo is properly and securely stowed prior to traveling on a national expressway or vehicle exclusive roadway.  Violation of this requirement, either through negligent breakdown or cargo loss, may result in monetary fines and/or penal action (confinement).
When following another vehicle, Japanese law requires that drivers maintain adequate separation distance to prevent colliding with the vehicle being followed. Best practice is to use a 2-second following distance when driving conditions permit.  
Passing
Passing is prohibited within 30 meters of a  crosswalk or intersection, on blind curves, near the top of upgrades or on steep downgrades, inside tunnels (unless multi-lane roadway), at railroad crossings, and in designated “No Passing Zones” as marked by a posted traffic sign.
Parking and Stopping

Parking a vehicle in any of the following locations is considered a violation of Japanese law:

· Within 3 meters or less of a motor vehicle entrance or exit that provides access to a main roadway.
· Within 5 meters or less of a fire hydrant.
All roadways within U.S. Forces installations are designated as firelanes and parking on any roadway is prohibited except where otherwise posted or allowed by local regulations.
Intersections

Vehicle right-of-way at uncontrolled intersections is observed as follows:
1. Vehicles traveling on a priority road have the right-of-way.
2. Vehicles traveling on a wider road have the right-of-way.
3. A vehicle approaching an intersection from left has the right-of-way over a vehicle approaching the intersection from the right.
Any roadway with a centerline that crosses through an intersection is considered the priority road and vehicles traveling on this road have the right of way.
Vehicles shall not enter an intersection, even if a traffic signal is green, if doing so will block cross traffic due to stalled rush-hour traffic.

Left turn on a red traffic light after a complete stop is prohibited off-installation unless permitted by a traffic control device (green signal arrow or a white sign with a blue arrow).
Headlights and Horns
Japanese traffic law does not require the use of headlights during periods of reduced visibility due to inclement weather.  However, headlight use is mandatory aboard all U.S. installations and it’s highly encouraged for vehicle operators to use headlights during periods of reduced visibility on or off installation.  
It is not acceptable to sound a vehicle’s horn unless where required by law or in an effort to avert a hazardous situation.

Vehicle Documents

A power of attorney is required for anyone using a vehicle for longer than 24 hours if the vehicle is not registered to the operator.

There are two types of insurance that must be made available upon request:  Japanese Compulsory Insurance (JCI) and individual injury/property liability coverage.
Pedestrians

Japanese children are taught that raising their arm in the air means stop.  Vehicle operators must be vigilant for children with their arms raised standing along the side of the road as children tend to raise their arms and attempt to cross the road without first looking or stopping.
Accidents

If involved in an accident, the following action is mandated by law:
· Stop (if not already stopped) as it is against the law to leave the scene of an accident no matter how minor.  
· If not incapacitated, ensure there are no injuries.  Injured drivers and/or passengers should be attended to by certified emergency medical technicians unless immediate attention is needed to save a life or prevent serious injury.
· Exchange contact/insurance information once military and/or local law enforcement personnel arrive. 
· Ensure the accident is accurately photographed and transcribed in the accident report.  Reports should be signed and dated before leaving the scene of the accident.
Off Base Ticketing and Fines

Traffic fines can be paid at a Japanese post office or at a Bank of Japan.  Payment cannot be made directly to the Japanese police issuing the ticket.
Most fines must be paid within 7 days of receiving the citation. An additional day is added if the seventh day falls on a Sunday or a Japanese holiday.  This system is called, “Provisional payment.”  If you are authorized to use this method, you are not required to report to a police station.

Never drink alcohol and drive.  Never knowingly allow anyone who has been drinking alcohol to get behind the wheel. Under current Japanese law, you can be charged with a DUI/DWI if your BAC is 0.03.

Common Signs
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SCHOOL ZONE 
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PARKING AREA OR MAY PARK   
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MOTOR VEHICLES PROHIBITED TO ENTER/WRONG WAY
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PEDESTRIAN CROSSWALK
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MAXIMUM SPEED LIMIT 50KPH
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STOP
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MINIMUM SPEED LIMIT 50KPH
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ROAD CLOSED FOR VEHICLES
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NO “U” TURN
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ROAD CLOSED
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NO PARKING
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BUS EXCLUSIVE LANE
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LEFT TURN ONLY
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NO PARKING OR STOPPING
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NO PASSING           
